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1. BACKGROUND

In February 2020, the Cotonou Agreement between the countries of the Africa, Caribbean, and Pacific Group of States, on the one hand, and the European Union and its Member States, on the other, will expire. The expiry of the Agreement marks a strategic opportunity for the parties to renew and strengthen their longstanding relations and make these responsive to the challenges of a changed global context, focusing on common interests and shared responsibilities.  Negotiations between the two Parties have been launched in view of a renewed Partnership. In preparation both Parties obtained and made public their respective negotiation mandates. 
Following dialogue between the EU and the EU Member states in the Council, the Council took the Decision 10281/18, with in annex the negotiating directives (8094/18 ADD 1), providing the EU with a clear framework for conducting the negotiations.  The negotiation directives have been made public and can be found on http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8094-2018-ADD-1/en/pdf.

As regards the ACP Group of States, it defined its mandate for negotiation just before the EU in May 2018.  The negotiation mandate has been made public as well and can be found on http://acp.int/sites/acpsec.waw.be/files/acpdoc/public-documents/ACP0001118_%20ACP_Negotiating_Mandate_EN.pdf
The EU-ACP negotiations for a renewal of the agreement started more specifically in July 2018.  Negotiations are currently ongoing and progress is being made. However, the estimated time needed to conclude negotiations has been prolonged.  Note that therefore both Parties have agreed on transitional measures, foreseen in the Cotonou Agreement, as to prolong its validity till end of 2020 as to avoid a gap between the current agreement and the launch of the future Partnership.
The Parties agreed in the negotiations to have a future Partnership structured around a common EU ACP foundation agreement, complemented with 3 regional partnerships, in particular EU Africa, EU Caribbean and EU Pacific.  It was further agreed that it should remain one legal agreement. Negotiations are conducted at ministerial level, prepared by respective technical teams.  The technical teams are composed from the EU side, by members of the European Commission and the European External Actions Service.  From the ACP side, these are composed by ACP Ambassadors to the European Union and technical persons from the ACP secretariat and from respective regional organizations.  They are structured into a Central Negotiation Group and regional negotiation groups.  Each of these might have several technical negotiation groups that focus on specific parts of the negotiation within their region.

The ACP Caribbean negotiation team is in need of technical assistance for addressing the specificities of the foundation and Caribbean protocol’s negotiations. DG DEVCO is therefore contracting an expert to assist the ACP Caribbean negotiation team, to provide specialised advice, facilitate access to regional networks and sources of specialist knowledge and expertise, and contribute to specific tasks as required. Activity outputs may take the form of background and policy documents, including sectoral or geographical analysis, briefing papers for internal circulation, support during negotiation meetings and similar. The expert recruited will follow closely the daily work of the ACP Caribbean negotiation team and will be in a position to provide feedback and inform effectively the analysis of the negotiation process on a day-to-day basis and/or when mostly needed. The direct beneficiary of the project will be the ACP Caribbean negotiation team. 
As part of the negotiators team for the Caribbean, Ambassador Hales from the Republic of Guyana, will serve as the Project Review Peer and will provide guidance in the execution of the project.
2. DESCRIPTION OF THE ASSIGNMENT
· Global objective 

To support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and the Paris Agreement on Climate Changes - which represent the overall framework guiding the new Partnership Agreement.   
· Specific objective

To support the ACP Caribbean negotiation team for the foundation and Caribbean protocol towards the finalisation of a new Partnership Agreement between the EU and the countries of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States.  
· Requested services, including suggested methodology
· Provide technical assistance to the Caribbean Ministerial and technical teams negotiating the foundation and the EU-Caribbean Regional Protocol that will form part of a new ACP-EU post-Cotonou Agreement.

· Required outputs 
· To meet timely the ACP Caribbean negotiating team requests for feedback, clarification, advice, technical briefs for the Negotiators.
· Textual proposals to guide the positions of Caribbean States for both an ACP-EU Foundation Agreement and EU-Caribbean Regional Protocol.
· Language of the Specific Contract
English
3. EXPERTS PROFILE  or EXPERTISE REQUIRED
· Number of requested experts per category and number of man-days per expert or per category
1 expert category II for up to 110 man-days 
· Profile per expert or expertise required:

-Education
Master in law (with a specialisation in International Law or International Trade Law), Development or Economics, Trade Policy or a closely related field; 
-Experience 
At least 6-year experience in the field of economic development or in international relations; 
Proven in-depth knowledge of the relations between the EU and ACP countries, as well as of the Cotonou Agreement. 
Relevant experience of Caribbean States political, trade and development-related affairs. 
Experience in at least one negotiation between states. 
Experience working in CARIFORUM States or in an inter-governmental organisation in the CARIFORUM Region would be an asset.
- Language skills
Very good oral and writing skills in English

Management team member presence is not required for briefing and/or debriefing
4. LOCATION AND DURATION 
· Starting period 
February 2020
· Foreseen finishing period or duration 
Up to July 2020

· Planning, including the period for notification for placement of the staff as per Article 16.4 a) of the General Conditions
· Location of assignment: Brussels, Belgium, where the technical negotiations are taking place, with the possibility of 2-3 short term missions in ACP countries to be defined during the assignment.
5. REPORTING

· Content
Refer to Article 26 of the General Conditions. There must be a final report, a final invoice and the financial report at the end of the period of implementation of the tasks. The draft final report must be submitted at least one month before the end of the period of implementation of the tasks. Each report must consist of a narrative section and a financial section. The financial section must contain details of the time inputs of the experts, incidental expenditure and expenditure verification. 
· Submission/comments timing
The Contractor will submit the following reports in English:

· Inception Report of maximum 6 pages to be produced after one week from the start of implementation. In the report the Contractor shall describe e.g. initial findings, progress in collecting data and any difficulties encountered or expected in addition to the work plan prepared by the expert and approved by the Head of the ACP Caribbean negotiation team. The Contractor should proceed with his/her work unless the Project Manager sends comments on the Inception Report. 

· Technical Briefs and Papers as determined by the work plan.

Draft final report of maximum 30 pages (main text, excluding annexes). This report shall be submitted

no later than one week before the end of the period of implementation of tasks.
Final report with the same specifications as the draft final report, incorporating any comments received 
from the parties on the draft report. The deadline for sending the final report is five (5) days after

receipt of comments on the draft final report. The report shall contain a sufficiently detailed

description of the different options to support an informed decision on post-Cotonou negotiations. The 
detailed analyses underpinning the recommendations will be presented in annexes to the main report.

The final report must be provided along with the corresponding invoice. 

The reports, briefs and technical documents referred to above must be submitted to the Project Manager identified in the contract. The Project Manager is responsible for approving the reports. The Project Manager will provide comments to the Contractor within five (5) days of receiving reports, briefs and technical documents.

· Language
English
· Number of report(s) copies 
Two copies of the reports mentioned above + electronic version (PDF)
6. INCIDENTAL EXPENDITURE
The provision for incidental expenditure covers ancillary and exceptional eligible expenditure incurred under this contract. It cannot be used for costs that should be covered by the Contractor as part of its fee rates, as defined above. Its use is governed by the provisions in the General Conditions and the notes in Annex V to the Contract. It covers travel costs and subsistence allowances for missions, outside the normal place of posting, undertaken as part of this contract. Such missions might be planned by the Contracting Authority, in response to specific needs and contingencies of the EU-ACP agreement negotiation process.  The provision for incidental expenditure for this contract is EUR 10,000. This amount must be included unchanged in the Budget breakdown.  Daily subsistence costs may be reimbursed for missions foreseen in these Terms of Reference or approved by the Contracting Authority, and carried out by the contracted expert, outside the expert’s normal place of posting.  
The per diem is a flat-rate maximum sum covering daily subsistence costs. These include accommodation, meals, tips and local travel, including travel to and from the airport. Taxi fares are therefore covered by the per diem. Per diem are payable on the basis of the number of hours spent on the mission by the contractor's authorised experts for missions carried out outside the expert's normal place of posting. The per diem is payable if the duration of the mission is 12 hours or more.  The per diem may be paid in half or in full, with 12 hours = 50% of the per diem rate and 24 hours = 100% of the per diem rate.  Any subsistence allowances to be paid for missions undertaken as part of this contract must not exceed the per diem rates published on the website -  http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/funding/about-calls-tender/procedures-and-practical-guide-prag/diems_en -  at the start of each such mission.  

The Contracting Authority reserves the right to reject payment of per diem for time spent travelling if the most direct route and the most economical fare criteria have not been applied.
7. MONITORING AND EVALUATION

· Definition of indicators
The assignment will be monitored and evaluated during the course of its implementation, taking into account the quality of outputs and deliverables produced by the Expert and the capacity to provide support by the agreed deadlines and timeframe.


